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76 PUBLICATIONS OF THE 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Astronomical Society of the Pacific, Held in the 

Rooms of the Society, on January 31, 1920, 

AT 7.30 P. M. 

There were present President Hodghead and Directors Aitken, Costa, Cebrian 
and Benfield. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, as printed in the Publications for 
December, were approved. 
The following new members were elected: 
F. A. Fancher, 
Prof. A. M. Newbegln, 
Theodore Thorhammer, 
Dr. Evelyn Abbt, 
M. J. Voute, 
Hamilton M. Jeffers, 
Miss Persis H. Coleman 

and 
The Director of the Observatory of Strasbourg, France. 

The Secretary read a letter from Professor B. Baillaud, Director of the 
Observatory of Paris, explaining the failure of the Paris Observatory to nomi- 
nate for the November award of the Bruce Medal and reiterating his kindly 
interest. The failure was apparently due to some miscarriage of the mails. 

Referring to the action of the Board of Directors, at the special meeting of 
November 29th, to consider the award of the Bruce Medal, the Secretary an- 
nounced that the award went, by unanimous vote, to Professor E. W. Brown 
of Yale University, and that same had been accepted by Professor Brown. 
The following correspondence was read: 

San Francisco, Calif., December 2, 1919. 
Professor E. W. Brown, 
Yale University, 

New Haven, Conn. 
Dear Sir: — 

It is the very pleasant duty of the undersigned to inform you that, at a meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, held in San Francisco on the 29th ultimo, 
to consider the award of the Bruce Gold Medal for the year 1920, the choice felt upon you by 
unanimous vote — such action being in recognition of your distinguished services to the science of 
astronomy. v 

For your information, we are enclosing to you herewith a copy of the By-Laws of this Society 
which include the statutes for the bestowal of the Bruce Medal. Your particular attention is 
directed to the provisions of Article V, at the bottom of page 6, which defines the methods by 
which decisions of the Boaid are reached. All awards are based upon nominations made by the 
Directors of the six great observatories of Harvard, Yerkes, Lick, Greenwich, Paris and Cordoba. 
In making its selections the Board is, therefore, influenced by the advice of those most competent 
to judge. 

The tender to you, on this occasion, of the Bruce Medal, will constitute the fifteenth award of 
same. Other recipients have been as follows: — 

Simon Newcomb, Arthur Auwers,. David Gill, G. V. Schiaparelli, William Huggins, W. C 
Vogel, E. C Pickering, Geo. W. Hill, J. H. Poincarf, J. C Kapteyn, O. Backhand, W. W. Camp- 
bell, Geo. E. Hale and E. E. Barnard. 

In asking the privilege of adding your name to this distinguished roll of honor, it is the con- 
viction of the Board of Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific that the distinction 
is one to which your merits most eminently entitle you. 

The Board will appreciate anearly reply from you, signifying your acceptance of the Medal 
and, in the mean time, we remain 

Most respectfully yours, 

Beverly L. Hodghead, President. 
D. S. Richardson, Secretary, 
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Yale University, December g, 1919. 
Mr. D. S. Richardson, 

Secretary of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 
Dear Sir: — 
Your cordial letter of December 2 reached me last night. 

I appreciate very highly the honor which the Board of Directors of the Society proposes to 
confer on me by the award of the Bruce Medal. I have long been aware of the distinction which 
is implied in such an award, not only on account of the care with which the selection is made, but 
also because of the justifiable pride which an astronomer may feel in seeing his name added to 
so distinguished a list as that of the past recipients of the Medal. 

It is particularly pleasing to me that the honor should come just as this time when the printing 
of my Tables of the Moon has been completed and the volume is about to be issued, thus bringing 
to a conclusion the work which has been the chief occupation of my life. 

It is hardly necessary to add, except as a matter of form, that I shall accept the Bruce Medal 
with very great pleasure. 

Yours very truly, 

Ernest W. Brown. 

President Hodghead, who had just returned from the East, reported that 
he had had an interview with Professor Brown at New Haven, and that he had 
extended an invitation to him in the name of the Society, to come to California 
in March next to receive the Medal and address the Society. The matter is 
now under consideration by Professor Brown and hopes are entertained that 
he may find it possible to come West at the time stated. 

Adjourned. 



